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< PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

D

Namaskar! In March and April this year we celebrated
Shivratri and Navreh, all of our chapters arranged get-togethers
to celebrate either one or both of these occasions. I have been
informed that all chapters had big gatherings and I am
encouraged to see that members are actively participation in
community functions.

Over the years, we have seen significant increase in
the KP population in the USA. As our numbers are growing
so are the issues. We need to focus on the needs of the
community here, make changes, incorporate new programs to
address various issues. Successful communication is a two
way process and in an effort to keep in touch with our
membership (apart from meeting with members in Boston, place
of my residence), [ went to three other places, namely, Texas,
[llinois, and New Jersey. First, I joined Zone 5 members at
their Shivratri Camp at Bastrop State Park from March 8
through March 11. It was a great opportunity to meet with
members from Texas. In addition to having a great time at the
camp, it provided an opportunity for me to interact one-on-one
with the members. At the camp, they held elections for local
Chapter President and Sunil Shalia was elected unopposed.
My thanks to Anita Kaul (Zone Director) and Chaku’s, Ganju’s
and Moza’s for organizing a tremendous camp. I have asked
Texas community to hold a regional camp next year that would
include representation from many more Southern states. In
Austin, Texas, | also met with Pamposh Zutshi and Ajay Kaul
(they and their team had conducted a survey of KP community
in May 2000, results of which were published in our newsletter
#41), to discuss how we can implement results of their survey
to better serve our membership. Second, I joined Zone 7
members at their Shivratri get-together in Chicago on March
16. They had a huge gathering; members from many adjoining
states had also come. In addition to cultural and social aspect,
Chicago community takes pride in their pursuit of following
Kashmiri traditions and rituals, thanks to Pandit’s, Koul’s and
many others who make it happen for them. We had a very
meaningful discussion and interaction there. At this get together
community members elected Shyam Tickoo as Chapter
President and Rohit Bambzai as Secretary/Treasurer for the
chapter. Thanks to Sanjay Bhat (Zone Director) and Sundeep
Kak for their organizing a great Shivratri Program. Third, I
joined Zone 1 and Zone 3 community members, which involves
New York and New Jersey areas. Anupam Wali (KOA
Secretary) also came with me. Despite this program having
been arranged at a very short notice, thanks to the efforts of
all volunteers, it was encouraging to see more than forty families
to be present. This meeting had added significance for me as
last year [ had put in lots of effort and spent quite some time to
work out things with Kongposh. I wanted members there to
know what all efforts were made. The discussion we had was
very encouraging, thanks to the efforts of Vijay Kaul (Zone 1
Director) and Vijay Parimoo.

For me going to all these places gave me a chance to
inform our members about KOA’s programs, their current
status, and its achievements. These interactions also provide
me a chance to get direct feed back from members from these
areas. I found that all community members are very concerned
about all the issues facing us. The input I receive helps me
shape the organization to better serve the community.

KOA Board recently met through tele-conference on
April 14. All KOA activities and programs are going as planned2

and as per schedule. Some new programs and committees
were approved by the board. The minutes of the meeting are
provided for your information.

Your membership and donations help the association
run its activities and programs. Your mailing label shows the
year until which your membership is paid, if it does not say
2002, then please mail your membership dues. [urge you not
to procrastinate.

For KOA’s two main programs, “Sponsor-A-Child”
and “Education Fund” (specially designed to help our needy
community back in Jammu camps), we need sponsor. No one
else but you can help, please provide financial support for these
programs.

From time to time, KOA gets requests for financial
help for medical and social conditions. We try to help to the
best of our ability, which is only possible with your generous
donations. Three such appeals are listed in this newsletter,
please donate generously.

Year 2002 KOA National Camp is just a month away
and arrangements are being made. The organizing team is
dedicated to provide an excellent arrangement and program
for this camp. Details of this camp with the registration form
are provided in this newsletter. I am looking forward to your
participation.

I have been informed that that KOA of Canada and
KPA of Australia have elected new members to their executive
committees. | congratulate the new members and am looking
forward to their continued active participation in helping our
brethren in India.

Your input and active participation is vital for the
organization and the community, please volunteer your time
and effort for the organization. [ urge senior citizens, children,
and youth to come forward and write about issues facing them
and the topics that interest them.

Finally, feel free to call me or any member of my team
with your questions and suggestions or simply to express your
support. Together we will make a difference. May God bless
our community. Namaskar!

Sanjay Kaul, Boston, MA

Support
“SPONSOR-A-CHILD” Program

For: Age Group 5 year — 17 year

Financial Assistance to Economically Under Privileged
Cost: US $200/year Or Indian Rupees 9,000/year
Contact: Shri Pran Kaul at 510-795-9641

or e-mail him at pkaul@slac.stanford.edu

“EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE” Program

For Age Group 17 year and up

Financial Assistance based on Merit and Poverty
Cost: US $ 300/year Or Indian Rupees 15,000/year
Contact: Shri Tej Kaul at 716-773-3416

or e-mail him at tkaul@adelphia.net

Your Contribution in US § is Tax Deductible
These Children in Camps Need Your Help
Contact KOA and become A Sponsor today.




KPS* decade-long struggle at
UNHRC vindicated

Geneva, April 15: The decade-long struggle waged
by the representatives of 350,000 internally displaced Kashmiri
Pandits at the sessions of the UN Human Rights Commission
and the Sub-Commission in Geneva has, at last, drawn the
attention of the Commission towards their plight, and now
stands properly documented in the annals of the United
Nations history. In the face of opposition from many quarters
including the Home Ministry over the years, the Pandit
representatives persevered with their unrelenting struggle of
lobbying with members, NGOs, special rapporteurs, delegates
and the correspondents at the headquarter of the world forum
of Human Rights. On 11 April 2002 Mr. Francis Deng,
UNHRC Special Rapporteur on Internally Displaced Persons
held a briefing at the UN in Geneva to present the contours
of his latest report on the IDPs world over and to respond to
the queries of the delegates. In his two-hour long briefing,
Mr. Deng gave a broad description of the existing situation
of nearly three and a half million IDPs all over the globe and
the measures taken or not taken by the local governments
and the UN Human Rights Commission to bring some relief
to them. The exposition dealt with various aspects of internal
displacement from nature to man-made calamities as
xenophobia, ethnic-religious cleansing, discrimination,
communal hatred and economic strangulation.

In reply to a question from Dr. K.N. Pandita — the
accredited delegate of the African Commission for Health
and Human Rights Promoters (an NGO with ECOSOC
Status), who has been leading the decade-long struggle at
Geneva — as to how the Special Rapporteur reacted to a
situation in which the local governments insisted on calling
them “migrants” despite their fulfilling all the stipulated
conditions of IDPs"definiton, Mr. Deng said that no doubt
member countries were sovereign in making their decisions
but being signatories to the Human Rights Covenant, they
agree to go by the resolutions of the UN bodies. Elaborating
on the issue, Mr. Deng informed Dr. Pandita that his (Special
Rapporteur's) office had taken a note of the internal
displacement in Kashmir and this had been properly and
formally recorded. The following relevant portion from the
text of the report was conveyed to him:

“Displacement from Kashmir:

As many as 350,000 Kashmiris, mostly Hindu Pandits,
have been displaced since 1990 as a result of long-
standing conflict in Kashmir between the Indian armed
forces and separatists among the majority Muslim
community. According to the Indian authorities,
continuing violence in Kashmir led to the deaths of 762
civilians in 2000. Some 250,000 displaced Kashmiris
are living in or near the city of Jammu, both in camps
for the displaced and in their homes. An estimated
100,000 Kashmiris are displaced elsewhere in India,
primarily in the New Delhi area.

Talking to the newsmen in Geneva, Dr. Pandita said that this
documentation in the UN records was authentication of the
history of the Pandit mass exodus from their homeland in
1990, which the Union and the State governments were
obliged to reverse keeping in mind that the relevant bodies of
the UN Human Rights Commission strongly recommended
the return of the IDPs in a concentrated form for secured
restitution in Pandit homeland. He said it was a breakthrough
in a long stalemate over the issue, which he had been pursuing
for last twelve years.

( ANNUAL KP1 JOURNAL >

KOA is planning to come out with a journal (once or twice a
year) with articles from our members here in this country.
Our audience will be our community — all age groups. The
articles should be concerning our problems, issues,
achievements, and about things that are related to our way of
life/day-to-day life here in the USA, including about our
customs and rituals. An announcement about the annual
journal was made in our last issue of KPI newsletter # 47,
issued February 2002. I would like you to contribute in this
endure. I am writing to you knowing that this journal and the
community would greatly benefit with your active involvement
in its production. You could contribute by writing about issues
that you think are important. The people who I have requested
to give this idea a form and shape include:

Shri G:N.Raina (FL) (Ex Editor Koshur Samachar, New Delhi)
Shri Deepak Ganju (Miami, FL) current Editor KPI newsletter,
Shri Omanand Koul (MA)

Shri Maharaj Kaul (NY)

Mrs. Seema Kachru (TX)

Miss Seema Mattu (CA)

Deepak Ganju will head this team and act as the coordinator.
One Committee member wrote, “Focus should be on our
society/community as a whole. What are our achievements,
contributions, problems, and concerns. What was it like when
first Kashmiris came here way back in 60’s or 70’s? How
difficult was parenting those days. What all have they done
to retain their culture and stay ahead in their fields. How has
America changed anything for us, if at all, and what is it that
still keeps us KASHMIRI? What are the social issues? What
are the views of the youth born and brought up here, their
personal experiences? Having grown up in America with
Caucasians, African American and Asian friends, this young
generation is definitely more open to all cultures. This younger
generation is mixing bits and pieces of both worlds and coming
up with their own blends. How are they doing it? What
about marriages? The format for the journal should primarily
focus our children, our future, as they need to know more and
more about our past. Stress should be on the culture, rituals,
festivals, folk tales and above all language. Language is the
major binding force that keeps us close to our roots, even if
we are not in Kashmir, Kashmiri is the only common factor
that binds us all. We all don’t get a chance to gather at the
KOA Camp every year, so this journal should give them a
chance to know more about each other. At the same time
this journal can reflect overseas Kashmiri life and the works
and visions of overseas Kashmiri artists, performers and
professionals.”

I am looking forward to your active involvement and
contribution on this project. I hope to receive a positive
response from all members by contributing articles to make
this effort a success.

Please send your articles to the committee at:
koajournal@yahoo.com. Thank You.



[ NEWMEMBERLIST ) (KOA NATIONAL CAMP 2002

Last  Name Rddress city State Zip  HPhone The July 4th KOA National Camp is fast approaching, we

BEAN  Ashish 1105 - 11 th St, Bot. # 208 West DesMoines I8 : 50265 arc all excited about it and I am sure that you are too. We

BAT  Am 2 Terra Vista Ave, Bptt. # E-6 Safrancisco  CA %415 4I5TI5T9R90 will do our best to make your stay comfortable and

DERR By 5500 Ownesmouth Ave, Apt # 113 Woodland Hills CA 91367  BI8-517-0799 : : .

DHAR  Huil & Heemal 2715 Bridgeway Bivd. Lassalle, ONT  CanadaNOH2L2  519-250-5460 enjoyable, and we will try to make it a memorable event

DHAR Eshish 12128 Napier Circle Orlando Tl 32826 407-277-1689 for all of us. We still have some campsites available.

DHAR Eshish & Enshu 137 Town Green Drive Elmsford NY  :10523 f h b h. k. f . h.

DEAR  Kuldip 300 7 Ave South 31T Kirkland WA 98033 If you have been thinking of coming to this camp,

DERR  Samjay 4 Windingwood Dr,, Apt. # T Sayreville N 00812 T32-967-9542 i i i i i i

DEAR  Surinder & Sanjana 3535 Travis Street, Suite 100 Dallas TX :T5204  214-599-1000 please register immediately (Reglstrat!on Form 1s

FOTEDAR  Ravinder 1205 errywood Appts. Katy TC THS) 2816330953 attached). You can also download the Registration form

GANJ0O0 Deep 2012 Brookdale Avenue Parma 0 44134 .

GANJU Sanjay & Niketa 8900 Independence Parkway #11-103  Plano TX  :15025 214-547-0638 from http .//WWW.koausa.org.

HANDU  Arvind 108 RidersWay Moon Township  PK  :15108

HENDU Pavitar 284 Emerican Legion Dr., Aptt # Bl Hackensac N 07601 201-342-2633 . : . . : :

JELALL  Rahul & Shefali 3 Pinetell Street Bentonville R 7112 ) Send me an Cmall (aW{lh@gIS.net) 1nd}€at1ng_ your

KACHROO R 1810 Foutainblean Blvi Hiani moos R wish to register and mail the registration form with the initial

KAK Enurag & Kanishta 2126 Charles Henry Lane Baltimore MD 212091565 410-415-561 )

AR Vivek & Shipra 4475 Heritage Drive, Apt. # A8 Okemos ML 4884 depQSIt check ASAP. .Those members who have booked

KAKWAND Dave & Gita 2314 Okeefffe Pl Davis Ch 95616 cabins/motel rooms with Bob Johnson have to send the

RKAUL  Akshay & Malvika 5 Joyner Ct. Lawerenceville  N]  :08648  609-584-1178 . ion fi indicating th ber of .

KAUL il 1642 E. 56th Street, Apt. # 1212 Chicago Lz 60637 registration form indicating the number of persons coming

RKEUL  Hshish 1033 W Loyola Ave, # 1005 Chicago L :6066  T13-465-0795 i initi i is i

WAL Aehish o s AR to the camp with the initial deposit check. This is also true

KAUL  Ashwani & Monica 81 Boulder Run Road Paterson N om0 for people who plan to make day trips. If people show

KAUL  Bipin & Cita 1005 Fieldstone Dr. Tarentum PEzlS2T  T24-265-3045 : : : :

KAUL Chand & Sushma 35 Taupewood Place Woodlands TX 211384 936-211-3332 llp WI,thOUt reglsterm.g,.we WIll run ShOl't On, fOOd and

RAUL  Eric (faani) 1073 North Benson Rd, Box 1986 Faicfeld O 0680 206132120 supplies. Therefore, it is a must for them to inform me

KAUL  lLalita 11009 Petersborough Dr. Rockville MD 2082 301-468-0061 . . .

KL lalita 10700 W 90th Trr, Overland Park  ES 60214 immediately in order .f(.)r us to make proper food

KAUL  Manoj & Swita 2323 Long Reach Dr. Sugarland, TCGTHIE 2819808511 arrangements. For day visitors (those who plan to come

KAUL Nirmal & Diana 1262 E. Main Street Barnsville 0F 43713

KAUL  Nishant 580 § Pear Orchard, Rptt # 1102 Ridgeland NS GOIST  G01-944-3261 for only one day), cost of food per person per day,

LU btk Sui T o N b, g Bie s owrily  PE G Al common expanses, and campground fee will be
anjeev & Shubha 135 Home Av, 2 nd Floor Rutherford NGT00 2016720018

KAUL  Shuban & Leena 3670 Church Street Winsor, ONT Canada 519-250-8171 charged.

KAUL  Sumer & Shivani 3040 Frankford Read #8222 Dallas X GTS0T 9726624418

KAUL Surinder & Manjri 4709 Stonetop Drive Monroeville PR 15146 412-312-4590 . . P

KAUL  Unesh 2912 Green Hollow Dr Iselin N nOB830  T32-596-1382 An information package containing the agenda,

KAUL  Unmesh 2912 Green Hollow Dr Iselin N :08830  732-896-1382 ot ; ;

oL e 5251 Govev iy ot # 110 o B schedule of events, dlI‘?CthIlS and other relevant information

RAUL  Vikam & Kokila 4306 16th Avemne NE # WW - 168 Redmond WA 98052 will be mailed to registered members only. Anyone who

KW Madhukar 3030 EM 518, # 552 Pearland TX nTISM TIS36-3149 . > . S .

REW Promila & Pankaj Kishore23 Murray Drive Glenmont NY 12017 518-432-4268 register's late will be notified through .e—mall only

HOSH Deepek s he Pt Ir. T Bk TS5 Arrangements are being made to make this an exciting

KOUL Hnil hailja MarkvilleDriveSt.Andrews.#431PhaselDallas X 15 -330-1 . . . . : .

KoUL Hshwani 3525 Club Drive # 1704 Lawrenceville [1): - Weekend' nghhghts lnChlde. EYenlng MUSIQ and d?'nce

KOUL Sharat & Priya 2168 Lancashire # 6 CleveHts OH 44106 program on two n]ghts’ An evening with Nirja Pandit on

LAKHANPAL Balbir & Rekha 6328 Deported Sunset Ln Columbia MD 21044 . . . N I

MATIOD  Praful & Somika 822 W Royal Lane, Apt 119 Irving T TS0 9129738458 third night, Hawan, Children’s Competitive Games,

MATT00  Umesh & Anita 2801 W Bay Area Blvd. #1306 Webster X :T1598 281-648-1091 1 4 1 111

PANDITA  Deepanshu T111 §. Memorial, # 13 - 306 Tulsa 0K 74133 Chl.ldren S Varl.ety ShOW, Competltlve Sports fOI' men and

RANA  Hbhinav 103 Lincoln Court Ave NE Btlanta GE 13039 406331445 ladies, Discussions, Presentations, Group Photograph, in

RAINA Hjay 150 Overlook Avenue, Apt. # 6 H Peekskill NY  :10566 914-739-8064 1 3 1

RAINA Hshish & Neha 609 Rosemont Parkway Rosewell Gk 678-867-7626 a,dd,ltlon you can Walk/JOg, play tennls’ gO boatlng’ gO horse

RANA  Rajesh 12D Rabert Treat Dr. Hilford o 08460 riding or relax at the swimming pool

RAINA Sanjay 450 North Mathilda Sunnyvale CE 94086 408-146-9704

RAZDAN  Yograj 249 South Highwayl01, # 278 Solana Beach CE 92075 . .

SIREF  hnita 3117 Nobel Drive, Apt. # 1436 San Diego o 82 Your cooperation and support are highly

SHARMA  Enil & Sushma 2007 Vestavia Park Lane, Apt. # 4 Vestavia Hills AL 35216 205 823-4859 : : : cpl

SHIRALKAR Gatam & Usha 3019 Monet Sugarland TX O GTMI9 2812406489 appreciated. We promise to provide an exciting weekend.

TRU  Karuna 41450 Reindeer Dr. Novi ML 4835 For further information, I can be reached at 978-667-1695/

TRISAL Sarla 232 Carmel Woods Dr Ellisville MO 63021

TUREI  Sonia 54 Westland Ave. # 14 Boston ME G025 GIT-2664178 6950. See you at the camp.

WATTAL  Sunil & Atrayee  #205, 406 N Neville Street Pittsburgh PR 15213 412-802-8644

ZUTSHI Hnil & Rita 93 Park Ave., Aptt # 902 Danbury Cr 06810 203-788-8192 N .

IUTSHI  Rajiv 1385 Zurich Terrace Sunnyvale CE 94081 Anupam Wall, Camp 2002 Coordinator

ZUTSHI Rishi Nachiketa 185 Dayron St, Sea Cliff Ny 11579 New York NY 11579

LR RS SR R R S R SR SR A S R R R R R S R R S R R RS R R AR SR R R R R R S R S R

Kashmiri Overseas Association is holding its annual
general body meeting on July 6 2002 at the KOA 2002
National camp, Sunrise Resort, Moodus, Connecticut

LE AHN ﬁASHM"{ KOA General Body Meeting
PN

P\ »

from 6:00 to 7:30 PM. There is no proposed agenda
item to be voted for approval at this meeting.

[T IS 0”]{ M“THEH — T“NG” For more information, questions or detail, please contact

Anupam Wali, Secretary KOA at awali@gis.net or 978-
Let’s keep it alive 667-1695.







( MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING )

From: Anupam Wali, Secretary, KOA
Date: Held on Sunday, April 14,2002

KOA Board members met through Tele-conference to transact
the KOA business as per the agenda circulated earlier. Following
list includes members who were present or absent at this meeting:

Vijay Kaul Zonel (Present

Sulochna Tickoo Zone2 (Present

Sarla Warikoo Zone3 (Absent)

Hira Lal Nakhasi Zone4 (Present

Anita Kaul Zone5 (Present

Sidharth Ganju Zone6 (Present

Sanjay Bhat Zone7 (Present

Hira Lal Koul Zone8 (Present

Ravi Mirakhur Zone9 (Present

Anjali Bhat ZonelO (Absent)

Executive Committee:

Sadrﬂay Kaul (MA& President Present
Sidharth Ganju (GA): Vice-President Present
Anupam Wali (MA): Board/Program Secretary (Present
Prana Koul (MA): Treasurer (Present
Arti Kaul (MA): Cultural Secretary Absent)
Vijay Parimoo (NJ): Media/Outreach Secretary (Present
Lalit Wanchoo Past President (Present

The Meeting was called to order at 12:00 Noon by
President of KOA, Shri Sanjay Kaul.

Shri Sanjay Kaul introduced the New Board members
who were elected During the month of December. He also thanked
the Election committee, chaired by Shri Suman Hukhu of Michigan
and was helped by Shri Chaman Bhan and Sunita Kaul.

Sanjay Kaul hi%ﬂighted the various accomplishments since
the last Board meeting held on October 22, 2001

Status of Projects in India:

The Education Fund: Managed by Shri Tej Kaul in United States
and coordinated by KP Sabha in Jammu was presented. This year
we received 160 new applications for which we were able to
select 100 new ones in acf)dti)tion to the candidates that we continue
from last year. In all we have supported 200 candidates and 90
donors have provided su%)ort for these programs. We have raised
$50,000 for school year 2001/2002 from our sponsors.

Sponsor A Child Pro%ram: Managed by Shri Pran Kaul in the
year 2001 raised $28000 for the program. Currently, about 240
children are covered under this program, 148 sponsors support this
program.

Suggestions were made by members to see how we can track the
beneficiaries of these prol%yams and have them give back to the
community so that more children will be benefited.

Funding For Udhampur School: Koa supports the school by
Eroviding Rs.2 lac towards operating cost for the school. The school

as an operating expense of Rs.3 Lac. The school provides
employment opg)ortunity to the community. The school is operated
at up to Grade § level.

Medical Help: Last year we raised $11000 and out which we
have already distributed $10500 to people needing medical help. A
suggestion was made to start a coordinated effort to setup a
committee that would develop criteria for fund collection and
disbursement. A committee has been set up. Details provided
separately.

The issue of donation of a medical Van was brought up (Relief
Commissioner Jammu has appealed if KOA could donate a van
for medical needs of community members in camps). KOA has in

past donated funds for a medical van to PK for use to help the
community in Jammu. Lalit Wanchoo updated the committee on
the status of our past interaction with Panun Kashmir people and
the status of the van. Lalit Wanchoo agreed to pursue the issue
with Ajay Charangoo and see what comes out of it.

Financial Help For Social Condition: KOA raised $2400 for
this purpose and sent $3400 to 21 families in Jammu camp to help
them with basic amenities in the camps.

Status of Projects in the United States and Accomplishments:
Last year, we sent out six issues of newsletters, produced a Koshur
calendar, and a membership directory. We raised about $4500 for
this purpose. This year we sent a New Year card to our members
with an appeal for donation. The appeal was well received and we
were able to generate approx. $2000 from this. This year’s Kaoshur
Calendar has also been sent to members.

Kashmiri Institute: Camp was held in Washington DC. It was
very well received by our youth and young adults and KOA board
ledged $2000 for this purpose. This year, Sumi Nakhasi and Preeti
al1 is coordinating the effort to arrange the youth camp in
Washington DC from August 2™ to August 9 2002. On the west
coast Seema Mattoo and Monica Bhat are organizing a youth
camp from June 29". The board was requested to appropriate
$2600 for these camps. Sanjay Kaul proposed the ap%)ro riation
and Hiralal Koul (MI) seconded the proposal. A total ot $2200 has
already been raised for this purpose.

Sunday Language And Cultural School: The Sunday Language
and Cultural school has come a long way. Arti Kaul has worked
very hard to give some structure to the curriculum. She is in the
process of developing a curriculum based on the experience with
the experiment in Boston Kashmiri community. Sanjay Kaul
requested all the Board members and the zone directors to get this
activity move forward, as we have seen a tremendous enthusiasm
from our children to the lancgua e, culture and history of Kashmir.
To this deffect, in Northern California also a similar effort has been
mitiated.

National Camp: Is going to be held in Moodus CT. from July4th
to July 7%. As the KOA annual General Body Meeting is also held
at this venue, Sanjay Kaul requested all the Board members and
Zone directors to make an effort to come to the camp and also
promote the camp in their respective zones.

Cultural Exchange Program: This year Neerja Pandit from
Mumbeai will be coming to US. She will be giving performances in
various places in US. She will also be giving a performance at the
KOA National Camp. KOA is sponsoring this cultural activity and
Mrs. Arti Kaul is coordinating this activity. Sanjay Kaul asked the
board to apportion $5000 for Mrs. Neerja Pandit’s cultural trip and
Hiralal Koul (MI) seconded the proposal. KOA is also trying to

et one Mr. Ashok Raina from Pune. He performs Pooja’s and

avans, in addition he giving talk on Kashmiri rituals and cultural
practices. KOA is planning to Iget him this year for KOA Camp to

erform Havan at the Camp. KOA’s obligation to Ashokji’s Visit
1s to provide a round trip air ticket only.

Regional Camps: KOA encourages regional camps and this year,
Texas community had arranged a Camp in the month of March.
Northern California Community is also organizing a camp during
the 4" of July weekend. Southern California group is planning a
camp some time in Au%ust. Sanjay Bhat of Zone 7 is also planning
acamp in their area. KOA will be willing to help in various ways to
organize these camps.

Membership Drive: Our membership drive this year has been
very encouraging. We have already attained about 35%
membership renewal this year but we need to do more to increase
the member participation. Zone 1 is leading with 47% renewal.
Role of Zone directors and chapter Presidents is very vital in this
effort. We need to get on phone and call our members to renew
their membership so that we can provide the level of services and
support to the community here and in India. One of the suggestions
made was to ask our young school and college going kids to help in



membership drive. KOA would give them certificates for their
community work that could help them when they are applying for
college admissions. Details provided.

Funds for Zone Activity: Based on revenues, KOA has sent
checks to all zones based on their membership drive to defray
costs for local cultural activities. These funds are to be used for
purchasing assets that could be used for current and future zone
activities. An audio system is one of the most commonly purchased
assets in this category. The funds are not to be used to subsidize
rentals or food costs.

Unifying, Konﬁposh (NJ) with KOA: Sanjay Kaul informed
the board about his efforts in unifying the New Jersey organization
with KOA. In this regard he has had communication with Maharaj
Kaul (NY) President of Kongposh. He informed the board about
the developments.

Restructuring Of KOA: As the population of Kashmiri Pandits
in this country 1s increasing, there is a need for having more chapters
in various zones.All Directors have been asked to %leﬁne chapters
with more than 10 families.

New Proposed Projects:

Scholarship Fund: Hiralal Koul (MI) proposed to establish a
scholarship fund for children in US. KOA board unanimously voted
on making a one-time achievement award to Kashmiri Pandit
college bound students living in the USA. Initially it is planned to
make up to a total of 4 such awards in the amount of $500-$1000
each. The KOA President would appoint a committee of 3 people
for every 2-year term. The members of this subcommittee could
be board members, with at least one non board member member
member member on it and at least one member from the academic
community. Also, the membership of this committee should be
staggered, 1.e., every second year one old member of the committee
stays while two are replaced by two new ones. The candidates
should apply bﬁj anuary 15th and awards should be made by the
end of March. Details provided.

KOA Interactive Website: KOA has developed a new
interactive website, which is more dynamic and interactive in nature
with tremendous flexibility for future expansion of the site and
content. Members can go to the site and update their information
while as maintaining their privacy. This website will be launched
soon. To keep the web activity ongoing, KOA would like to
outsource the maintenance to a company in India. There was a
discussion on the issue and the consensus was to allocate $2500
sgending limit for web maintenance activity. Siddharth Ganju
(Zone6) proposed and Hiralal Koul (Zone 8) seconded the motion.
An amount of $2500 has already been raised for this.

Welcome package: Sanjay Kaul informed the board that Shri
Ashok Raina has put a Welcome brochure for newcomers to USA.
Sanjay Kaul asked the board members to give their feedback on
the brochure that would be put in the welcome package.

Program Brochure: Sanjay Kaul proims'ed to produce a brochure
for our membership drive, which would list various programs and
accomplishments of the KOA run programs.

Membership Survey: A team of members would conduct a
survey of how to improve the services and expectations for the
KOA. Best suggestion was to have local survey and collect the
survey forms at the functions itself. Vijay Kaul/ Vijay Parimu and
Anita Kaul would help in formulating a questionnaire.

KOA Journal: Sanjay Kaul proposed that there is a need for a
Journal which would ﬁﬁ avoid in understanding of Kashmiri Pandit
history, our cultural heritalge, rituals and other aspects of bein% a
Kashmiri Pandit. The articles would be original literary work. This
would be a self-sustaining activity. Detail %rovided.

This was followed bg questions and answers. The }fresident then
asked for any other business. This meeting was called to an end
by the president.

4 Life Members
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Member Zone
Buddhadev & Dolly Manver, NY
Nirmal & Augustina Mattoo, NY
Chand & Rekha Bhan, MA

Sanjay & Bela Kaul, MA

Vijay & Anuradha Trisal, PA

Lokesh & Malini Bazaz, VA

Hira Lal & Usha Nakhasi, MD
Rajender & Pamposh Razdan, MD
Balkrishen & Sarita Kaul, VA

Paul & Anita Parmar, IL

Ajay & Sharon Labroo, IL

Jag Bhushan & Veena Kaul, MI
Suman & Bharti Hakku, MI

Vikram & Monica Khoshoo, MI
Shivi & Sonu Fotedar, CA

Surender & Girja Raina, CA
Alexander & Renu Bhat-Hansen, CA
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New Added in 2002 (Upto May)
Ashwani & Mona Kaul, MA
Satish & Sharda Cherwoo, CT
Ajay & Padmini Kumar (Kadalbuju), PA
Autar Mattoo, MD

Hari & Bharti Razdan, MD
Nirmal & Karuna Jalla, OK
Rommel & Sunita Bhan, TX

Ravi & Nishi Raina, GA

Surinder Kenue, MI

Ashok & Pushpa Dhar, CA
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Percentage of Paid Members as of May 2002
Zone Percent Paid

47
35
28
37
23
30
39
35
31
0 40
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News from Australia and Canada
AUSTRALIA:
On 9th February 2002, KPAA held its Annual General
Meeting where following members were elected to the
Executive Committee:
1. Susheel Dhar - President
2. Nenu Dhar - Secretary

3. Ashutosh Razdan - Treasurer
4. Ashok Safaya - Joint Secretary

CANADA:

Following members were elected to the Executive Council
2002

President: Mr. Avtar Ganju

Secretary: Mr. Sunil Kardar

Exceutive Member: Mrs. Manju Bhat (Culture & Heritage)

J
S

Exceutive Member: Mr. Hemant Mattoo (Sports§

Qutdoor)




" ZONAL ACTiETIES REPORT )
including Shivratri & Navreh

\S Y,

Zone 1 & 3:

NY & NJ Zones of KOA had its 2002 Harath Celebration at
Hindu Temple, Bridgewater, NJ, on Sat March 23, 2002.The
function was attended by about 90 Plus members (Adults &
children). We had Shiv Puja. We had a short presentation of
children singing. Children were given Harath Kharach by their
parents, followed by Dinner.

Members were shown Video documentary produced by Shri
Ashok Pandit, about KP ‘s exhodus from Kashmir & their plight
in refugee Camps in Jammu.

Mr Sanjay Kaul , KOA President was also present at the
function. Members turn out was appreciated, to keep the KP
culture well and alive for this & future generations, through
such functions organized by KOA.

A feedback survey from members was taken, to better organize
such functions in future. Majority members want such event
hosted in a Temple premises, with more of children cultural
activity, some Kashmiri singing, catered Vegetarian food and
on a Saturday.

We thank Mr Vijay Parimoo and all those who helped to make
it a success.

Vijay Kaul & Sarla Warikoo

PA Chapter: Shivratri & Navrah Function

Shivratri Function, by Western Pennsylvania Chapter
of KOA, was celebrated in Pittsburgh on March 16" 2002 at
Dr. Vijay and Mrs. Anuradha Trisal’s residence. The
celebrations began with Shiv Pooja followed by Aarti and Prasad
distribution. A brief chapter meeting was held, where all
participants introduced them selves. In the meeting chapter
goals for year 2002 were identified. Mrs. Manjri Durrani Kaul
announced the dates for future events to be organized during
the year 2002. Mr.Upinder Bhat (chapter Treasurer) provided
details regarding collection of funds and expanses during 2001.
A ‘Shivratri Skit’ was performed by the Chapter youths, in
which efforts were made to explain the meaning and sanctity
of Shivratri and Salaam, the most revered festival of Kashmiri
Pandits. It was appreciated by all who were present. Mr. Bipin
Kaul, Mr.Arvind Matto, Mrs. Ritu Koul & Mr. Upinder Baht
did a great job in preparing ‘Shivratri Skit” and Chapter youths
equally did a great job by giving an awesome performance at a
very short notice. Musical chairs both for kids and adults were

organized, in which everyone participated with great enthusiasm
and the winners were later given prizes. After that, there was
a short and crisp entertainment program for an hour in which
the members displayed their hidden talents. The program
comprised of poetry ( Hindi and Urdu), jokes, riddles etc . Mr.
Nirmal Kaul and Mr. Raakesh Kaul impressed the audience
with their poetry. Herath Kharch along with Picture of Lord
Shiva, Mata Parwati and Lord Ganash was distributed to the
youngsters. Entertainment program was followed by an
excellent dinner, which was hosted by Dr. Vijay and Mrs.
Anuradha Trisal. We thank them for being a wonderful host as
always. A surprise Birthday party was celebrated for Mrs.
Ranjana Chaudhary. Last but not the least, was the dance
session for everyone. Not forgetting the age-old tradition of
Kashmiri Pandits, in the end all the ladies were given Zang
(Noon and Aatgat) By Dr. Veena Dhar (Bakshi) & Mrs.
Anuradha Trisal.

We celebrated Navreh function on 13th April at 275
Oakvill Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15220. This function was also
very well attended.

I would like to thank all the members for making these
functions a success. My special Thanks to Sunalini Kotwal
(chapter secretary) for organizing a successful program.

We are having first picnic for year 2002 for our chapter
on Saturday 06-08-02. The picnic will start from 10 A.M on at
Moraine State Park PA. All are welcome.

Anil Koul
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Zone 2:

A joint function for Shivratri and Navreh was organized
by community members at Bedford, MA on March 30. The
party started with Pooja. Dr. Omanand Koul explained the
significance of Shivratri to all. After performing the Watkha
Puja, the walnuts (Dune) were distributed to everybody and
“Hearth Kharach” and blessings were given to all children.
Sanjay Kaul provided status of various activities and programs
of KOA that was followed by a cultural program. The cultural
show was organized by Arti Kaul and managed by Akshay
Ganju. All the children who came to the party participated in
the cultural show. Many youth members, studying in Boston
schools, also joined us at the function. Dinner was served after
the cultural show. Everyone enjoyed and cherished different
Kashmiri Dishes served at the Dinner. After dinner, a movie
reflecting condition of refugees in camps was shown.

A Hawan for the well being of Kashmiri Pandit
community was performed at Ashland Temple, MA on April
21. Prasad and food was cooked by members and served after
the pooja at the temple.

At both these functions, members from New
Hampshire, Connecticut and Rhode Island joined members from
Massachusetts.

Sulochna Tickoo
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Zoned4: KOA Team in “The National Race for the Cure”

On the first Saturday of June there is a race held in Washington
D.C. to help raise money to find a cure for Breast Cancer.
This race is called “The National Race for the Cure.” This
year, like last, Mrs. Usha Nakhasi set up a team: Kashmiri
Overseas Association for the Cure, with the three-letter team
code KOA. Both walkers and runners took part in this 5K
race (3.1 miles). Ushaji was Co-Captain in this event



accompanied by her daughter Sandhya Nakhasi.

community members participated.
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Zone 5: Texas Group: Shivratri & Navrah Function

Many

Texas Kashmiri Biradari celebrated Shivraatri from Mar 8 -
Mar 10, 2002 at Bastrop State Park, Bastrop, TX. It was
refreshing to meet some new folks.

There was great food, entertainment (Antakshri), lot of chit-
chatting, andbplaying. Kids had a blast.

We had Shivraatri Pooja on Saturday March 9. The Pooja was
for an hour andbhalf. All participants chanted the
Mahimnastotra. It was a wonderful

experience. Choich Ver and Dooin after pooja just made our
day. This was followed by a grand dinner. Chir Chot for
breakfast is a tradition on the last day at the camp. We all
enjoyed it. Thank you to everyone for making this camp a
successful event. We all said good byes with the thought of
meeting again next year to celebrate this occasion.

To celebrate Navreh we had a picnic on April 27th (Saturday)
at Stephen F.Austin State Park, TX. We had planned
recreational activities for this day, including organized children’s
games with prizes. Children were also given an article on
Navreh. All of us had a lot of fun.

Anita Kaul
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Zone 6:

Atlanta Group Celebrates Shivratri:

The Atlanta Kashmiri group held its Shivratri function
on Friday, March 22". The highlight of this year’s Shivratri
celebration was that many of our community members from
nearby cities such as Birmingham, Alabama, Knoxville,

Nihita Raina, EnishaBagati, Sharika Bamjai & Sheena Ganju
preparing a dance, (courtsey Atlanta Group)

Tennessee and Anderson, South Carolina were able to participate
in the event. The fact that these folks drove for three to four
hours each way to attend this event shows their spirit and
dedication to the community and the Atlanta group was pleased
and honored to welcome the out of town members. The event
started with the entire group offering prayers to Lord Shiva,
which included several famous Kashmiri bhajans such as Bel
te madal. Praksah and Nalini Raina, Suresh and Phoola Sus
and Veena Gouri led the prayers. After the prayers, the children
of the Atlanta community regaled the audience by their
programs. Enishka Bagati, Nikita Raina, Sharika Bamezai and
Sheena Ganju performed a beautiful dance on a popular song,
which was choreographed and directed by Archna Bagati,
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Roma Raina and Jyoti Ganju. Sunny Sharma recited a humorous
poem that made every one laugh and Kaman Bagati played his
violin for the audience. Rohan Kini and Gunan Ganju showcased
their skills on saxophone by playing several popular tunes. The
evening took a more serious and somber turn when the recent
movie by Ashok Pandit regarding the forced exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits from the Kashmir valley was shown to the group. All
the bitter memories of terror and barbarism of early 1990s could
be seen on the faces of all present. As the evening unfolded,
the cultural program ensued with all the local artists entertaining
the community. Along with the cultural secretary, Veena Gouri,
other local singers included Sunita Sharma, Kunti Dhar and
Irma Razdan who presented their melodious renditions of
Kashmiri and Hindi songs. Suresh Sus and Pushkar Kaul were
the singers in the male vocal category, with Pushkar ji stealing
the show with his mellifluous renditions of the ever-lasting
K.L.Sehgal songs. The cultural program was followed by an
informal get together, dancing and other fun activities.

Sidharth Ganju
Florida Group Celebrates Shivratri & Navreh:

“HERAT MAIJ AAYE, MAARAAN YATI GRAAYE
BEYI BATAN HUND SANZ KARNI DRAYE”
Jaya Sibu

!'F'

Florida kashmiri Group on the 2nd day of Shivratri celebration

All were seen excited with colorful thought to pay
obeisance to the VATAK RAJ on the auspicious Shiva ratri
occasion at the residence of Dr. Krishna Ganju at Miami.
Present were the Kashmiri Pandit families from Miami, St.
louci, Sarasota, and Orlando places of south Florida USA.

The celebration started with a welcome address
by Dr.krishan Ganju introducing the new Kashmiri families.
The opening ceremony was conducted by our yongsters,
Sheerin Razdan Priyanka and Nina Pandita through their
melodious Shiva Bhajan. Later, a Presentation of Mata Roopa
Bhawani and Guru Madhav Joo Dhar was shown on the
stage by Namrita Kitchloo and Abishak kitchloo, who dressed
jlike 18th century KP robes of Pheran -Daastar , Narivar and
Woda Palav. This was followed by the devotional songs, music,
and fun to give a colorful taste to the occasion. Nothing else
but mutual love and enthusiasm was seen among the community
members.

Next day was an occasion of fun filled picnic at
C.B.Smith Park. Youth, children and adults enjoyed games,
food, music and discussion on how to maintain rich cultural
heritage of KP ethos.

Evening packed with cultural programs was
celebrated at Deepak Ganju’s residence. Kashmiri Skit Zamturi
Sondi Ghari Hash enacted by Chandramukhi Ganju, Gita
Shaykher and Deepak Ganju filled the room with laughters.
Even Non kashmiri’s could not resist the fun filled Skit.



The place was an abridged version of Sheetal Nath shrine or
Shivala theatres. Recitation of Ramcharitra Manas by Chandra
(Hash) was the acting to be heard and visualized in this skit.
Another Skit depicting the life, history and spiritual growth
of Lal Ded was performed by Priyanka and Neha Ganju. It

had some some touching scenes on the life of Lal Ded.

Bottom: Priyanka S.Pandita as younger LalDed being tortured by
her Mother-in-law

Top: Neha Ganju as Lal Ded

Kashmiri songs were sung by Anjali Shaykher, Alpana Raina,
Renuka kaul, Vandhana kaul, Vijay kaul, Ashtosh kaul, Neha
Ganju,and Bhajan by Ashish followed by dance by Namrita
kitchloo, Karishma kitchloo and Abishek kitchloo.

Pt. Prem Nath Ganju presented Shivaratri gifts
to the children of the community as a token of blessings from
him. Dr. Aggarwal of St. Louci concluded the function, with a
vote of thanks and aspiration for peace in Kashmir.

Next morning, Herat puja was performed by Smt
and Shri Krishan Ganju and all the KP members at South Florida
Temple, followed by Priti-Bhoj (Common Langer).

We celebrated Navreh function on 13th April at

Port St. Lucie, at the residence of Shri Satish & Anita Zutshi.

After Anitaji’s tasteful dinner, a movie on Kashmir was shown
making everybody emotional, but determined.

I would like to thank all the members for making

these functions a success. Special Thanks to Dr. Krishan &

Sarla Ganju of Miami, Satish & Anita Zutshi of Port St. Lucie

and Dr. C.L.Raina of Bal Harbour for their support.

Deepak Ganju
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Zone — 7 Shivratri Celebration (3/10 & 3/16/02)

We here in Zone-7/Chicago every year celebrate
Shivratri with full shrada and enthusiasm. The former Chapter
President Mr. Sundeep Kak had set up a great function in
Chicago and did a marvelous job. In Chicago we have two
functions one is the Hawan at the temple and the other is a fun
filled evening of Shivratri Puja, cultural programs and great
Kashmiri food. The Shivratri Hawan was sponsored by Sanjay
& Jyoti Bhat, held at the Hindu Temple of Greater Chicago on
3/10/02. After the hawan everybody had food at the temple,
the food was arranged by Mrs. Vijay Pandit. Everybody had a
great time at the hawan.

The Shivratri celebration (cultural, Puja) was held on
3/16/02 at Eola Community center in Auroa. This is the first
year when a sitting president of KOA joined us, Mr. Sanjay
Kaul flew all the way from Boston to be with us here in Chicago,
Mr. Sanjay Kaul apprised us of what KOA is doing for the
displaced Kashmiri’s in India and how KOA is bringing the
community together and setting up great activities like
educational camps for young people to learn Kashmiri etc. We
all want to thank Mr. Sanjay Kaul for coming here to Chicago
and spending a fun filled evening of Puja, Cultural program
with us. Thank you Sanjay Ji.

The Shivratri celebration started with a Puja, where
everybody participated, all the kids read their part of the puja,
Puja was performed by Mr. Bansi Lal Pandit, after performing
the Watkha Puja, the walnuts (Dune) were distributed to
everybody. After the puja, everybody had Kahwa and snack,
the celebration continued with KOA accomplishments by Mr.
Sanjay Kaul. All the kids had spent a lot of time and prepared
for this day, the credit goes Mr. Rajinder Koul for coordinating
this whole effort, Disha and Dreuv sang a very nice Kashmiri
Bhajan, Sumeep and Esha danced to the song of Radha Kesi
na Jelay, Rashi performed the Kathak dance, kids came up the
stage and danced as well. The awards were given away by
Sundeep & Monika Kak. After the awards, elections were
held, Mr. Shyman Ji Tickoo was elected as the new Chapter
President and Mr. Rohit Bamzai was elected as the new Vice
Chapter President, congratulations to both of you and your
family! After the cultural program, we watched a movie by
Ashok Pundit about what is happening in Kashmir. This is the
first year when food was catered, the food tasted like as if it
was cooked by Kasmiris, thanks to Rajni Koul and Anshu Raina
for great food! Mr. Bansi Pandit presented a presentation about
Shivratri and Kashmiri heritage.

There were a number of Kashmiri songs and Bhajans
sung by various Kashmiri’s the effort was coordinated by Mr.
Rajinder Koul, kudos to the whole group.

Sanjay Bhat
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Zone 8: Shivratri (MI)

For the last few years the Kashmiri Pandit members of the
mid Michigan area have been sponsoring the Shivaratri lunch
in the Bhartiya temple of Troy, MI. This means many dedicated
members of this community cook in the temple during the night
of a Saturday-Sunday around the Sshivaratri time and offer
the bhojan to the devotees on Sunday at the lunch time. This
year this event took place on March 17, 2002. About one
thousand devotees participated in this bhojan offering. This event
has now become an annual integral part of the Troy Bhartiya
temple activity.

Hira Lal Koul
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Zone 9:

“Maha Shivratri” function was organized on March 16, 2002 in
Fremont CA for greater bay area KP community. It was
attended by almost 100 families. . It was a potluck with
traditional Kashmiri cuisine. The function was started with an
Arti. Apart from a socializing event there was grand cultural
performance by local talent within our community. Cultural
program involved Kashmiri songs, bhajans and some non-
bhajans by the local talent. The main theme of this cultural
function was centered on the Kashmiri culture. Similar
functions were organized in Sacramento, CA and Seattle, WA

Navreh function: It was held on 1st June with close to 70 families
participating. The main highlight of the function was the one
hour cultural performance by local teenagers which included
dance, non-kashmiri as well as kashmiri songs. It was real fun
having all the KPs together and seeing the young and the old
together at the dance floor after the function.

Sports Activity: We have started sports activity within the local
bay area community. Different sports ranging from soccer
and cricket to hiking are played on regular basis on every
Sunday.

Ravi Mirakhur
sk st sk sk sk ke she st skeoske sk sk st sk st sk ke sk s skeoste skeoske steoske skeoske sk skt skeoske sk sk skeske skeskeoskeskekeskok

Zone 10: Shivratri in Los Angeles, CA

We had one of the most organized and joyous Shivratri functions
on March 16, 2002. The credit for the clockwork conduct of
this function must go the community members who arrived in
time and those who shared responsibilities completely and
without hesitation and those who participated with affection

and abandon. Archana and Bharat Kaul and Deepa and Mahesh
Bhan were here the previous evening decorating and
establishing the altar site late into the night. Amit Kaul set up
signs around Colina Glen for the convenience of the guests.
We started at 4:00 PM sharp. Monica Bhatt, Shipra Kaul and
Tara Choudhary helped us register the guests with flawless
efficiency. We had our elders (Sh. Badri Nath Razdan (Irvine),
Sh. Motilal Parimoo and Sh. Chaman Lal Saraf (San Diego))
conduct pooja with Sarla Behan. The pooja arrangements were
organized by Ranjana and Maharaj Wanchoo and for the first

T
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With Rajiv Khoshoo on Duflee, Sanjay Dhar on the Chumta
and Tara Choudhary on tumabknari (Sanjay and Tara

are new additions to our ever growing cultural repertoire), and
a large audience participation, the Bel Tai Madal was simply
blissful. The Bhajan program was followed by Children’s
program - purely magical this year. Prashant Bhat sung the
start to these proceedings, followed by a flute recital by Ankita
Dhar, a bhajan with a beat by Priya Bhat, a read of the
declaration of independence document by Arvin Wali, a
PowerPoint presentation of Lal Ded by Amrita Khoshoo, and
a discourse by Kanika Bhat.

To top it off two dances, one by Monica Bhatt - a classical
Kathak rendition and the other by Komal Hak on a Bambroo
Bambroo sound track brought a delightful conclusion to this
program. We have not seen this level ofparticipation, with such
detail, and presentation - they were brilliant. In

all this song and dance we had our new MC conduct the program
with fun, finesse and laughter - our thanks to Bharat Kaul for
compeering the whole program. The KOA meeting under the
new director, Anjali Bhat, followed the children’s program. Anjali
spoke briefly, listing the up-coming programs.

This was followed by presentation of the certificates of
appreciation to Amrit Nehru, Kuldeep Hak, Mahesh Bhan,
Maharaj Wanchoo, Shiban Tiku and Renu Hansen Bhat. A
delicious kosher dinner and khir and Mogul chai topped the
proceedings. Thanks to Archana Nehru and Anita Saraf for
looking after the kitchen and Anita Saraf, Nimee Bhat and
Neeru Sopori packed the post-dinner goodie bags, Anjali Dhar
and Jyoti Dhar took care of the mogul chai and Neelama
distributed the sweets. We went home with rekindled memories,
nostalgia of the yesteryear and a little container filled with joy,
nuts and sparkling salt!

Anjali and Suraj Bhat

The KOA Southern California conducted two enjoyable events
in April 2002.

1. We had a Navreh Picnic at Forest Falls in SanBeradino
Mountains. It was simply a riot of joy and togetherness. The
water falls were robust luring all of us to the adventures of
mountain climbing (or crawling).

We had a big gathering; the biggest we have seen in Southern
California picnics thus far. 1 want to thank all our elders
(Parimoos, Razdans and Challos) for being there. Their presence
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Shiva Arti, Los Angels group

Névreh- Pic.rﬁhc-atl FE)Irest.Fa-IIs, Los Angels group

time the pooja was sponsored by a southern California KP family
- the family of Neelama and Bal Bhat of Carlsbad, CA. We
express our appreciation and gratitude to them for their
commitment to our cultural well-being. The pooja ended with
Arti and the distribution of the Vatuk dun (by Preeti Khoshoo)
and Halwa/fruit Prasad (by Renu Hansen and Deepa Bhan).
The cultural program started with Kashmiri and Hindi bhajans.
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is not only encouraging but it also gives us a sense of belonging.
A few new faces showed up, Bhatias, Abhay Chrungoo, Amit
Kak, - it is always a thrill when we see our family grow. Ranjana
Wanchoo, Neeru Sopori and Monica Salman who did a
tremendous job organized the picnic. As you all know a picnic
does not happen because we wish so. It happens because of
all of you, every one of you, those who actively contribute with




arrangements and food and those who simply come to join thus
enhancing our enjoyment. We had a feast for the stomach and
we were treated for the soul with the beauty of the Forest falls
and the company of friends. Amit Kak came with his guitar
with accompaniment by Suraj, Raj Pandita, Abhay Charangoo,
Seema Mattoo and Co and dancing by Komal Hak. Kids played
a musical “cheer” that was claimed by Kanika Bhat, thanks to
all the kids for making the place lively.

The food, the entertainment, the beat and the dancing, we knew
this was too good to last; the sun had finally taken refuge behind
those snow-clad peaks, now totally enveloped in clouds, the
chill was in the air and seeping into our bones. We took a few
photographs, for us to remember and for the world to see —
that when friends are around it is always spring, no matter
what the weather.

For Picnic pictures:

http://briefcase.yahoo.com/bc/sopori
http://photos.yahoo.com/bc/sopori/slideshow

2. For the first time we celebrated Zangtrei in Los Angeles.
The function was organized by Dr. Asha Saraf. The ladies had
a day by themselves that included a luncheon. We had a very
enjoyable time amongst ourselves. These functions that relate
to our land of birth bring about feelings of friendship and mutual
concern. [ hope we shall build on this in the future. There is a
strong sentiment that this should be the beginning of a yearly
tradition. Thanks to Asha and to all of you.

With a lot of love,

Anjali Bhat
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California Camp

Northern California Chapter of KOA is organizing a three-
day Camp. It will be held at Lake Tahoe from July 4 - July
7, 2002. Apart from having a good time, it is a great
opportunity to meet other members of the community. Shri
Salil Durani is the camp incharge/organizer. For the first
time they will be staying as hard core campers in tents.
For more information, please contact Salil at

sdurani@yahoo.com or 510-792-7324.
\ 7,
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Southern California Youth Camp

Southern california Biradri is organizing Youth Camp on
June 29/30™, 2002 (organized by Seema Mattoo and
Monica Bhatt) in IdylIWild (SanBernardino Mountains).
All Kashmiri KP youth between 16 and 34 years of age
will be attending. For information please contact Seema
Mattoo smattoo@ucla.edu, 310-441-4462

Monica Bhatt Monica.Bhatt@trw.com, 310-373-2690
or Anjali Bhat anjalila@hotmail.com, 310 475 8698)

7,

Medical Fund Committee

KOA has been planning to set-up a “Medical Fund” for a
long time. In our recent board meeting, the board decided to
set up a committee that would manage this fund for KOA.
From time to time we receive appeals from community
members (mostly from Jammu) for financial help to treat their
medical condition. In past, our members have donated
generously for this cause and we have provided help to people
on “first come first serve basis”. The role of the Medical
Fund Committee would be five fold: 1) to set-up guidelines
for who to support; 2) check the authenticity of the appeal; 3)
set limits on contributions to serve more applicants; 4)
coordinate with other organizations in India, and 5) monitor
progress. This committee will also raise funds from our
members and other sources coordinate fund raising with other
sister organizations in Canada, Europe and Australia.

Shri Maharaj Kaul of NY will head this committee and act as
the coordinator. Other members of this committee include:
Dr. Chand Bhan (MA)

Shri Hari K. Tickoo (NJ)

Shri Ravi Raina (Atlanta, GA),

Mrs. Anita Kaul (TX)

Mrs. Jyoti Chaku (MI)

All these members are well-respected members of the
community, I am sure that our community would greatly benefit
with their active involvement in this project. I am also looking
forward to your active involvement and participation to help
the needy in our community. [ hope to receive a positive
response from all members to make this effort a success. All
appeals for help should go through this committee. To contact
any or all members, please write to them at:

>

koamedicalhelp@yahoogroups.com
.
<

Scholarship Fund

KOA is proud to announce the adoption of awarding one time
achievement award to Kashmiri Pandit college bound students
living in the USA. Initially it is planned to make up to a total of
4 such awards in the amount of $500-$1000 each. Members
are requested to contribute to this fund. Members can also
institute such scholarships in the name of their loved ones.

The student satisfying the following requirements may apply:

1. High school GPA of at least 3.50.

2. SAT score of at least 1325 or ACT score of at least 30.
3. A two page essay about the Kashmiri Pandit heritage.

4. Applicant should have some Kashmiri community
involvement experience.

The committee for this year consists of the following three
people:

Hira L. Koul (MI),

Vijay Kaul (NY),

Hira L. Nakhasi (MD)

Shri Hira Lal Koul will head this committee. Applications
should be submitted (in triplicate) to Hira L. Koul, 1739 Ann
St., East Lansing, MI 48823, by January 15", 2003 and awards
will be announced by the end of March. Transcripts describing
the grade GPA and SAT/ACT scores should be directly mailed
by the respective offices to Hira L. Koul.

Thank You
Sanjay Kaul, President

\>
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Cultural Exchange:

Visiting Artist — Nirja Pandit

As already announced, Mrs. Nirja Pandit of Mumbai is coming
here to perform (sponsored by KOA). She will arrive at
Washington, DC in the third week of June. She will perform at
the following places:

Place Date Contact
Atlanta June 28" Sidharth Ganju
Miami June 29" or 30® Deepak Ganju
Camp (CT) July 6th

Minnesota July 12 Anil Kaul
Chicago July13th or 14" Sanjay Bhat
Seattle July19th Rajinder Kaul
California (N) July 20th Ravi Mirakhur
Houston July 26th Anita Kaul
Pittsburgh July 27th Anil Koul

Visiting Cultural Activist — Ashok Raina

We are also trying to get Mr. Ashok Raina of Pune. He is a
cultural activist. He sings Kashmiri Bhajans and is very learned
about Kashmiri rituals and customs and Hawan Vidhi. He has
not applied for the US visa yet. After he receives it, we will
work with him to come here.

Visiting Artist — Rajinder Kachru

Renowned singer Rajinder Kachru will be visiting the USA
from fourth week of June through third week of July. He will
be performing at Washington DC and somewhere in
Pennsylvania through his sponsors. He has indicated his
willingness to perform for the community. Since both artists
will be here at the same time, it is difficult for the local office
bearers to make arrangements for both to perform. If any
community member wishes to take lead in this regard, please
contact Arti Kaul, our Cultural Secretary.

N

BOOK REVIEW:
“The Tiger Ladies” By Sudha Koul

Beacon Press, Boston has published a book titled, “The
Tiger Ladies by one of our own, Mrs. Sudha Koul of NIJ.
Price $24. This book is available at Barnes and Noble.

About The Book:

Time Magazine: When the flames of turmoil and hatred
have consumed the idyllic homeland of your past, the act
of remembering can be an act of pain. For Sudha Koul, a
native of wounded Kashmir, memory is all that remains—
the memory of magical food, dense family love and the
knowledge, once shared by the disputed province’s Hindus
and Muslims alike, that “we were all Kashmiris and we
lived in the most wonderful place on earth.” For those
who only associate Kashmir with the violence that has
claimed tens of thousands of lives, Koul’s lovely, elegiac
memoir The Tiger Ladies (Beacon Press; 224 pages)
shows that the isolated vale in the Himalayas was a heaven
before it became a hell. In the simpler pre-partition world
of Koul’s majestic grandmother and anxious mother,
Hindus and Muslims were united by their fiercely unique
Kashmiri identity. The greatest threat was a harsh winter
and even that, in Koul’s lush prose, was to be cherished
as a gift. But this is not meant to be a political treatise;
it’s a paean to the past. Koul succeeds through sensuous
detail in summoning the vanished Kashmir, the one of
rainbow days and clear mountains and Hindus living
peacefully with Muslims. The one worth preserving in
memory.

7 =\ Wall Street Journal: Ms. Koul is Kashmiri — a member
(43 2 of tiny Hindu Minority in Kashmir valley. “The Tiger
KASHMIRI FILM “BUB Ladiez” is essentially g lament for a lost v%orld in Wh%ch
The first feature film “BUB” is made in kashmiri Kashmiri Muslims existed peaceably alongside its Hindus
language, after 38 years. It has been produced by for the time before the Kashmir valley had been cleansed
NFDC, India. ethnically of Hindus by Islamic terrorists. “The Tiger
It has been directed by Shri Jyoti Sarup, a prominent Ladies” is immensely, graceful.ly sad, an ele_gy _for 'the
Kashmiri film director. This film stars famous customs andthe courtl.lness of an irrecoverable civilization.
.. L . Yet there is sensuality running through her story that
lk{as.hmls. ﬁl“(; anl(i T;,& sl;age i‘(l‘lt]mt lll;ile Sth; KK ensures that it is never mawkish and plaintive.
aina, virendra Razdan, Raju Kher, bharti Zaroo, About The Author: Ms. Sudha Koul is author of “Curries
Asha Zaroo &Yoginder Tikku. It has been shot in without Worries” and “Come with Me to India on a
Srinagar extensively specially during the week Wondrous Voyage through Time.” She was raised by her
Assembly blast took place. The whole unit under grand parents aqd grew up immersed in .the colorful folk
the able guidance and extraordinary commitment to tales and centuries old rituals of Kashmir valley. Served
the medium, of the Director shot 2 songs and as an ofﬁce? in the elite Indian Admlnlsfcratlve Service
. . . . before coming to the US after her marriage. She now
important sequences in srinagar and surrounding lives in New Jersey with her family.
areas with a Unit of 25 people. This movie offers
heart-rending music composed by Pandit Bajan Following is the schedule of Ms. Koul’s appearances/
Sopori. It is based on the story of president award Events: Barnes and Noble/Upper East Side (New
winning story write Ms Pamposh Bhat about the York), Thursday, May 30th, 7:00pm
massacres of the minority communities in J&K and Barnes and Noble/West Windsor (NJ), Thursday, June
responsibility of the people in the position of power 6th, . o . .
and in general. It also portrays sensitively, \AVségn ﬁ::;grllgilﬁ \;Vg(t);r;l Workshop, panel discussion,
interpersonal relationship of the different Olsso,n’s Books‘Eore/Metro Center (DC), Thursday, June
communities, which existed in harmony for ages. 27th, 7:00pm
\ 7, \

7,

7,

13



'---

f Appeal for Help Medical Condition

B
>
@ppeal for financial help to Pandita family N

Appeal # 1

Respected Biradhari members, Namaskar. One Mr. K.L.
Pandita, 55 years old is suffering from coronary Artery
Disease. He requires coronary angioplasty (PTCA/
CABG). Procedure costs Rs. 1,45,000. He and his family
cannot efford this. Please help. You can send by DD through
A/C No:4082 STATE BANK OF INDIA , JANIPUR ,
JAMMU (J&K) INDIA or through your KOA association.

Appeal # 2

My story in brief: I was blessed with a pre-mature baby
boy last month who is under weight, had to be in the
incubator for over a fortnight & under supervision of a
child specialist. I have had to spend close to Rs 60,000 to
save the life of my wife & child. As fate had it, we were still
recovering from this hardship, that my mother was
diagnosed to be suffering from Ovarian cancer. This would
envisage an additional financial burden to the tune of a
minimum of Rs 3 lacs to get the right treatment for my
mother. We are a displaced Kashmiri family and I am
currently not in a position to undertake such a huge financial
burden as I have very limited resources. As no social
security is available, I can’t see any sign of respite from
any corner. I look forward to your organization at this point
in time to help financially and save a precious life. I am
sure, we still have people around who value lives and believe
in upliftment of Kashmiri brethren. Your favourable
response is eagerly awaited.

N\

est Regards, A. Kaul

_

This is the story of a KP family living in Delhi. The sole
bread earner for the family, Mr. Rajinder Pandita passed
away some months back after a long ailment. He left behind
his wife and two daughters. The elder daughter is studying
her BE first year at Pune university and the younger
daughter is in school. Mr. Pandita was a lawyer and had
private practice. The family has no source of income after
his death, and as such are in dire need for some financial
help. We have already found two sponsors who have
pledged to provide financial help for the studies of the
two daughters. But due to the fact that Mrs. Pandita’s has
no means of income now after her husband’s death, the

f Ap‘R’eaI From Kashmiri Migrant's \

elfare Association, NOIDA

A 500 Sq. Mts. Prime Plot has been formally allotted to the
association after two long years of persuasion, in Sector-34,
Noida @ Rs. 6,000/= per Sq. Mts, for the purposes of Socio-
Cultural/Religious center. This Socio-Cultural Center will
have the following facilities: - a prayer hall, a multipurpose
hall, a display hall, an internet library, a few rooms for
community members (out of state guests), a conference
room, an office, a cultural club, a community créche, etc. In
short it will be the hub of the community activity.

To maintain our distinct social identity, our cultural
heritage, our language and our customs, and most important
family bonding, we need a place where our children, women,
men, young and old, can sit together and celebrate Social,
Cultural and Religious functions at a common place. And,
that is the place we are trying to develop.

The entire land cost (Rs. 30 lacs) has to be
paid upfront and the total project cost will be about
Rs. ONE CRORE. We have already collected
equivalent of over US $16,000 from within the
community living in Noida.

Now, we appeal to you the conscientious community
members to contribute for this social & just cause. You
may send your donations directly to our bank :-In favor of
“Kashmiri Migrants Welfare Association”. Saving Account
No. 1924, Jammu & Kashmir Bank Ltd., Ocean Plaza,
Sector-18, NOIDA, PIN - 201 301, INDIA or through your
KOA association.

Thank You

Qresident: M L Kaul, General Secretary: Ashok Manvati <
@ Acknowledgement of Financial Help Sent\

Me along with my entire family are highly thankful to you
(Kashmiri Overseas Association and its members) for
sending 2000 dollars for the treatment of my burned son
which I have received through K.P Sabha Jammu. The
child is under treatment and 3 surgeries upto 25 April 2002
have been performed. Doctors advise us further surgery
after two months. It may be mentioned here that the child
is recovering now and rupees 500 is being spend per day
for his treatment, besides at present the doctors have
prescribed presser garments and silicon gel sheets for his
recovery. .Mata Jagadamba have really sent you people
as Prameshwar for my entire family for saving the life my son.

family is in dire need of financial help. It is very unfortunate,
lease contribute whatever you can.

Yours sincerely
Qansi Lal Pandit, F/o Sachin Pandits, Janipur, J amm}j/

-------------------------------------.‘

All community members are requested to be dues paying members. g

Please check the address label on this newsletter. It indicates the year up to which your membership is paid.

Membership dues are:

|
If unpaid for current year, please mail in your dues today. [ |
|

B $15/yr. for a single person, $30/yr. for a family, $15/yr. for a senior couple and $500 for life membership B

Mail membership dues payable KOA to: Mrs. Prana Kaul, Treasurer, KOA, 15 Ardmore Road, Burlington, MA 01803
.------------------qr--------------------
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Ashwani Kaul has started the process of cataloging all
Kashmiri Pandit surnames. Since there is no one list of all
Kashmir surnames, Ashwani has built a website to collect
this information. Currently, this website has basic surname
collection and displays features, which he hopes to expand,
based on feedback received. This list can become
comprehensive only if a substantial number of Kashmiri
Pandits jog their memory and add to this list. The link is
http://kauls.net/surnames/ Please visit this website, all

E omments and suggestions are welcome. Thanks /:
/Astrological Services & Kashmiri Panchang Availabb
I am purohit of Kashmiri Biradari, and successor of Pt.
Igbal Kishan Rew (who performed the marriage of
PRINKA GHANDI S5years back). I am an Astrologer &
my predictions are hi-lighted in National Newspapers. |
produce Shree Kashmiri Panchang with my predictions

annually. 1 will be pleased to extend any service/help to
Kashmiri Biradari living abroad in following area:

Website for KP Surnames

1) I can send Shree Kshmiri Panchang, which in addition
to general information has useful information for the
biradari.

Performing the marriage, Devgun, & Janu ceremony.
My free service to Marriage bureau (PARINAY) form
is printed on last. page of my Shree.Kashmiri
Panchanag.

I can also prepare accurate Horoscope with quality
predictions.

For rates and any other help, please contact me at:

4)

Pt. Jeevan Dar,
41/38 Lajpat Rai Road, New Katra, Allahabad-211002, U.P,,
INDIA,Ph.0532-642154 E-mail: -jeevandar@rediffmail.com

4 N

Aryan Tours run by Mr. Anil Dhar promotes tourism in
India and Kashmir. Their website is: aryantours.com,
follow the link VALLEY BECKONS (with the picture of
a little girl) on the right hand side of the first page, which
leads you to a small write up on Kashmir and finally a tour
program and the booking procedures. Anil Dhar want to
sell this program to Kashmiri Pandits living outside India.
The very basic idea is to get as many Kashmiri Pandit’s to
visit India and possibly Kashmir. Mr. Arun Dhar has
pledged to contribute USD 10.00 out of each adult’s tour
cost towards the SAVE-A-SMILE Program. Arun Dhar
writes, “My philosophy is that unless and until we make
our presence felt in the valley, we can claim what is
rightfully ours. My forefathers come from village Dhanav
(Kulgam). My late grandfather had later shifted to Srinagar
and used to teach in National High School - Karan Nagar.
We used to live in Habba Kadal. I was a student of D.A.V
School Jawahar Nagar and later completed my 10+2 from
AMAR SINGH COLLEGE. I moved to Mysore
(Karnatka) in 1986 to study Business Management with
the hopes of coming back and starting an Ad. Agency in
the valley. Insurgency in the valley led me and family to
migrating like the rest of the people and now I am based
in New Delhi and have be working as a Tour Operator

Tourism to India

Qer since.” J
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THEY LEFT US

( )

With deep sorrow, KOA biradhari sends heart-felt
condolences and sympathies to:

1. Subash & Raj Razdan of Atlanta, GA on the passing
away of Shri Prithvi Nath Razdan, father of Shri. Subash
Razdan. Shri Prithvi Nath Razdanji left behind his bereaved
wife Smt Kanta Razdan, his son Subash, daughter-in-law Raj
and 2 grandsons Rahul and Rishi

2. Sunil & Nishu Koul of Scarsdale, NY on the passing
away of Sunil’s Father Shri Omkar Nath Koul who passed
away on April 24th in New Delhi.

3. Shiban and Sushma Tiku of Camarillo, CA on the
passing away of Sushma’s mother, Mrs. Arniji, in Jammu.
Shmt. Arniji was 89 years old.

4. Qusba Families on the sad demise of Shri Amar Nath
Qusba of Torrington, Connecticut. Shri Amarnathji left behind:
1) Mrs. Shanta Qusba (wife) 2) Pradman Qasba of Bethesda,
MD (son) 3) Piara Lal Qusba of Avon, CT (son) 4) Basant
Qusba of Greendale, W1 (son) 5) Shiban Qasba of Torrington,
CT (son) 6) Ramesh Qasba of Clarksville, MD (son) and all
the rest of the family including near and dear ones.

5. Mr. Padam Misri and family of Yarrow, B.C., Mr.
Bhushan Misri and family, Mrs. Mohini Hak and family ,
Mrs.Behna and family, Mrs. Lalsaib Misri and family - allof
Vancouver, B.C. on the passing away of JIGRI MISRI, wife
of late Mr. N. N. Misri, in Yarrow, B.C., Canada on March
16.

6. Sanjay and Arti Khazanchi of CA, on the passing away
of Sanjay Khazanchi’s father Sh. Jyoti Khazanchi (Trikuta
Nagar, Jammu), on Jan. 23, 2002. Sh. Jyoti
Khazanchi,(originally of Sathu Bar-bar Shah and later
Karanagar, Srinagar), was the highly regarded and loved Chief
Engineer in the J & K Govt. He was 59 years old.

7. Kaw family (Nancy & Ravi) of CA on the passing away
of Sh. Radha Krishen Wali, Father of Nancyji. Shri Radha
Krishen Wali breathed his last on 2/17 early morning in Jammu
due to heart complications. Nancyji was at his side during his
last moments.

Let us pray to Almighty God to give rest and peace to
the departed soul and to give utmost strength to the
bereaved families to bear their irreparable loss.

MAIJ SHARIKA WILL BRING PEACE AND
TRANQUELITY TO THE DEPARTED SOULS



K ashmiri Overseas Association-USA

A tav-exempt non-profit or ganization to
Promote, Preserve, and Protect
Kashmiri Pandit ethnic & socio-cultural heritage

KOA EXecutiVe Committee: REMINDER:

President Sanjay Kaul, MA (781) 893-4982 Please renew your KOA membership
Vice-President Sidharth Ganju GA (770) 4091200 Annual Dues: $30/family, $15/single,
Secretary Anupam Wali, MA (978) 667-1695 $15/senior couple, Life member: $500
Treasurer Prana Koul, MA (781) 221-0350

Cultural Secretary Arti Kaul, MA (781) 687-9787 APPEAL

Media Secretary Vijay Parimoo, NJ (732) 418-1471 Please flonate generously t.o KOA
Ex-President Lalit Wanchoo MD (301) 262-8881 (Donations are tax deductible)
Directors: e-mail:

Zone 1: Vijay Kaul (518) 357-2747 koausa@koausa.org

Zone 2: Sulochna Tickoo (978) 250-8193

Zone 3: Sarla Warikoo (732) 727-6972 Web Site:

Zone 4: Hira Lal Nakhasi (301) 469-7084 http://www.koausa.org/

Zone 5: Anita Kaul (281) 538-5553

Zone 6: Sidharth Ganju (770) 409-1200 http://www.kashmir-information.com/
Zone 7: Sanjay Bhat (630) 236-7668

Zone 8: Hira Lal Koul (517) 332-1606 KOA Address:

Zone 9: Ravi Mirakhur (510) 713-7284 24 Sartell Road

Zone 10: Anjali Bhat (310) 475-8698 Waltham, MA 02451-2986

KPI Newsletter - Editorial Board:
Sanjay Kaul, MA; Deepak Ganju, FL
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Kashmiri Overseas Association
24 Sartell Road
Waltham, MA 02451-2986
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